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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend claim 1 as follows: 


1 . A method of operating a fuel cell system comprising a plurality of fuel cells, each 
fuel cell comprising a fuel inlet for a fuel, an anode having a catalyst associated 
therewith for producing cations from the fuel, a fuel manifold connected between the 
fuel inlet and the anode for distributing the fuel to the anode, an oxidant inlet means for 
supplying oxidant, a cathode having a catalyst associated therewith and connected to 
the oxidant inlet means for producing anions from the oxidant, said anions reacting with 
said cations to form water on said cathode and an ion exchange membrane disposed 
between the anode and the cathode, for facilitating migration of cations from the anode 
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to the cathode, while isolating the fuel and oxidant from one another, the method 
comprising 

(a) supplying one part of the oxidant to the oxidant inlet means aft of the fuel | 
cells for reaction to generate electrical power and heat; 

(b) providing a catalytic reactor for promoting reaction of the fuel and the 
oxidant, supplying the fuel to the catalytic reactor and supplying another part of the 
oxidant to the catalytic reactor in an amount less than the stoichiometric amount 
required for the combustion of the fuel supplied to the catalytic reactor, to ensure 
complete consumption of the other part the oxidant, thereby generating a flow of heated 
and humidified fuel; 

(c) supplying the heated and humidified fuel to the fuel inlets of the fuel cells, 
for reaction with said one part of the oxidant to generate electricity and heat; and 

(d) supplying the fuel and the other part of the oxidant to the catalytic reactor, 
prior to supply thereof to the fuel cells. 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The applicant submits that the error in claim 1 was corrected in the Office 
Action response dated February 12, 2004, but not entered by your office. 

A Certificate of Correction is being filed concurrently herewith. 

Applicant requests that a timely Certificate of Correction be issued in this 

case. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BERESKIN & PARR^ 



H. Samuel Frost 
Reg. No. 31,696 
Tel: 416-957-1687 


Attachments 


PTO/SB/44 (04-04) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a vaDd OMB control number. 

(Also Form PTO-1 050) 


PATENT NO : 6,790,546 Q> 2- 
DATED : September 14, 2004 
INVENTOR(S) : Xuesong Chen et al. 

it is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
are hereby corrected as shown below: 

At column 7, line 66, delete "an". 


MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: Bereskin & Parr 


This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 


Box 401, 40 King Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 3Y2 Canada 


PATENT NO. 6.790.546 


No. of additional copies 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 


